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State connection
to the future

Behind the sweet 1940s facade lies a surprise: super
seamless, streamlined living spaces, finds Donna Fleming

ridget Robertson spent the best part

of a year in tears after she and her

family moved into their Sandringham

home 12 years ago.

“The house was such a mess,” she

recalls. “The first time my husband,
Craig, had a shower he stepped out and put his foot
through the floor — it was rotten. There were cracks
in the toilet and when I went to open the vanity unit
it fell apart.

“It probably didn’t help that I had a new baby at
the time, but the house was so awful I spent that
first year crying!”

Today, it is hard to imagine the 1940s ex-state
house could have been such a disaster zone. Over
the years Craig and Bridget have turned it into
astriking family home that thoughtfully blends
character features with contemporary renovations.

“From the front it’s still obviously a state house,
and quite a plain Jane, so people are surprised to
see what the back’s like,” says Bridget, referring to
the striking cedar extension they added.

When the Robertsons first renovated shortly
after buying the house they used CAD (computer
aided design) for the makeover. When they decided
to enlarge it four years ago, they commissioned
architect Jeremy Purcell. “That was the best thing
we could have done — his expertise made a huge
difference,” says Bridget. “The brief we gave him
was that we wanted ‘bigger’ and we are so happy
with what we have got.”

Jeremy says it was difficult to enlarge the house
without compromising features such as the
perfectly square floor plan, symmetrical street
elevation and pyramid-shaped roof. So his strategy
was to “treat the new additions as appendages
attached to an entity of greater importance”. At the
same time, he made sure the old and new parts of
the house had a “seamless spatial connection”.

It’s clear as you walk up the path through the
landscaped garden to the wooden front porch that
this is a house with a unique personality.

The front door opens into a welcoming lobby, off
which is a study. The lobby leads into the large
designer kitchen — one of Bridget’s favourite parts
of the home — which opens up to the back deck via
awall of bifold doors. In this location, it has
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become the much-used hub of the home.

“A lot of people come in, sit down at the bench
and never move from there,” says Bridget. “1
wanted it to be the soul of the house and itis.”

She and Craig saved up for the best kitchen they
could afford, and are delighted with the ample
storage space, gas oven, composite stone bench
tops and handmade red tiles.

Next door is a dining room that has room for a
sofa, so it doubles as a sitting/TV room. Cavity
sliders can shut it off from the kitchen.

The large lounge is in the extension at the back
of the house and its doors open to the expansive
deck: a great spot for entertaining. The lounge
includes a large picture window that frames the
view out over the garden, including a sleepout, also
designed by Jeremy.

“We were keen on the industrial look,” says
Bridget of the room, which has a concrete floor and
concrete block and plywood walls. It has a large en
suite, and has been the perfect space for teenage
son Harry. It would also make an ideal home office
because it can be accessed from a path down the
side of the house, or a games room.

Inside, Harry’s original bedroom is now a guest

room, while daughter Billie has a sunny bedroom at
the front of the house. The master bedroom has

a walk-in wardrobe and an en suite that was created
by closing in a side porch.

The family bathroom, which incorporates the
laundry, has been remodelled and is no longer the
health hazard it once was.

Over the years, the Robertsons have added
everything from skylights and gas central heating
through to pull-down stairs to a huge storage attic.
They help to make this a home that not only looks
great, but is comfortable and practical.

They’re selling because they are moving to rural
land they own up north.

“We’re going to do the country thing but we’ll
miss living in Sandringham — we’re so close to
shops, schools, cafes, public transport and the city
here,” says Bridget.

She says the countless hours and large sums of
money they spent transforming the house were
worth it. “It took us a long time, but we got there in
the end and we love it,” she says. “Would I do it
again? No!”
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